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“8221105 ІІ - DIVISION COMMANDER'S REPORT 


The 82d Airborne Division was located et Samps Suippes and Sissonne, France 
undertaking normal ground divisionel training when, on December 17, 1944, first 
orders were received to move to the east. At about 19050 hours, while at dinner 
with the Steff, I recsived з 'phone call from Colonel Baton, Chief of Steff, 
XVIII Corps (Airborne). He stated thet he had just reccived a call from SHAEF 
to the effcot that the нь on the front to the sast зрреагей to ре critical; ` 
that the airborne divisions мого to be лесе тея to wove 24 hours after daylight 
the following day; that the Corps Commander, Gencrel 23287, was in England and 


could not be contacted immediately. I instructed Colonel Тафоа to issus orders 
to the Commanding eneral of the lolst Airborne Division, Brigadier General 
MeAuliffs, to prenére immediately for movement in accordance with the SHAZF csti- 
mate, 24 hours efter к I assenbled my Steff in the Division War Доош at 
2000 hours. І hed listencd to 8 radio news broadcast at 1800 hours and wes aware 
of the fect that a German penetretion wes being made in the direction of St. Vith. 


The division was ready for 2 qu сз, because of our past end usual 
quick commitments, we have mai түсе of readincss ав a standard 
operating procedure . А ۵۵910 1084 of ammunition was in the hands of cech regiment, 
complete in 811 говросів. Two "i" and two "О" rations for the Division were at 
hand and could bs distributed ine metter of hours. All weapons, uniform end 
equipment wers up to 8n operating standard. The Staff assembled at 2000 hours 
when the initiel dirsctive wes issued thet sterted thcir plenning. 


зд 


I c&lled Gcnsral Mareh at Samp Suippes at about 1955 hours, giving him the 
situetion ead alerting him for the move. Unit Commanders et Camp Sissonne wore 
assembled with the Staff in the Чек Room at 2100 hours when the situation ۵ 
outlined to them and в tentetive pino for the movement to Вазфорие issued. At 
about 2150 hours I received а call from ths Thief o? знаті, 2 ХУІТІ Согрв (Airborne), 
who said thet Corns had orders to move without delay in the direction of Bastogne 
where further orders would be received. Но also said that Sorps wes to be attached 
to the First United States Arny. cae or further discussion I decided that thc 82d 
Airborne Division would move Approximately one hour after daylicht end move in the 

orne Division wes to move at 1400 hours, 18 

t 


direction of 3eBtogno. The 10185 дагъ 

December, Also in the direction of Зезфотас. At thet timc Oise Base Section was 
devoting 811 its efforts to pulling in nell trensportetion off the roads to pro- 
vide the neccssery lift for both divisions. 


at арор 2-1, Lt. Col. Alfred 7. Ireland, and my Aide, Captain 
Hugo У, Clson, for thc comand post of tho First United States (ушу at бре. Тас 
drive was very 1. due to the ger neral condition of the roads, rein end fog, 


and the 5 bridges on а number pe impor tent highways. $ ге bported to Gone 
sral Hodges in bis 8% 25615 0200 hours 18 December. at that timo the situation 
аррсвгзЯ rather veguc. The first reports of спешу contact at Stavclot were just 


coming in. 1% wes roportcó thet en саслу force et Stavelot had driven our troops 
across the river end hed sucescded in capturing and 4св%гоуіпе د‎ large map supply. 
They ерреговіїу blow the bridge upon driving out our Ғогосв. Тас situetiou south 
and west of Stavelot was unlnown cxocpt that the enemy had evidently overrun our 
front positions. There аррсагв4 to bo в large force of U. 8. troops centered on 

St. Vith. There also £ BDEY год to bc а large pocket of the 106th Division surrounded 
in the sifot, 


сы 


4 


after sowe steff discussion, the Commanding Фсазге!, First 0. S. Атту decided 
to attect e 824 Airborne Division to V Corps. It wes to close in сп арса in the 
vicinity o di e dud Tac 1018% airborne Division wes to be attachcd to VIII 
Soros 509 would esscmblo in the vicinity of Bestogne. I placcà а request with the 
Tirst Us 8. army for ыы. T's, Л.2!в end medium artille гу, and left the OP for 
Yorbouont. åt this time thers was considerable movement west of scrvice and com- 


mand installations in sad around Spe. It was apparently being cvecueted. 


I arrived et Torbomont £t зрргох и? tely mid-afternoon end immediately made а 
reconntissence of the entire aros. It offcrcd чо. defensive possibilities, 
being ths dominent terrain for many miles from the crossroads at Worbomont. at 
about 1600 hours I contacted an спе пост ple toon at the bridge at Heblomont. То 
bridgs wes prepared for demolition and they reported thc Germans were in the im- 
mediate сонс, Coming over the main highway from Trois-Ponts. 5% thet timc 
number of civiligzus were very Е moving, west on ths Trois-Ponts—--Werbomuont 
road. They all stated that the Gormans hed развод ی تا‎ ss and were "coming 
this мау". І made е reconntissance down the ۷۶ 11 from Hablemont to the Ambleve 
“iver but encountered no enemy or any indication of his изат One bridge 
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was still intact а 
H&blemont I 9۲۵۵ th 
fully occupicd with t 
2% £bout 1630 hours I 


гс and was not prepercd for demolition. Upon returning to 

icutenant 2% that bridge about it, but he appeared to be 
се ns his disposal of blowing the bridge at Heblemont. 

cft for Bastogne to mcot Goneral HoÀuliffo. 


осы 
о 
2 
gus 
о 


I reported to tho VIII Corps ОР in Bastogne ond had а short conversation with 
Gcnerel Middleton and talked to his 2-2 and 6-5. 2% that time the con ОР was 
s c 28th Division officers 


g : ituetion was very vague. Тас 
present scomed to focl that thcir eres hed been overrun, although they were 
unccrtéin of its whorcebouts. I mot Ceneral Meduliffs, gave him his orders that 
he was to assemble in кее, горог ing to the Corps Commander of the VIII Corps, 
and 1 ғы) moving лон an ne 


throu Houffalize shortly efter dari, T 
” 2000 hours and about that time the first 
pe 


5 commend liehed end troops disposed св rapidly as they arrived. 
Drivers and 7 tarsd, having by this tims респ up Рог two nights. 
АИ during пі По ВЕРУ et 1091619 the vehicles into "erbomont arca. 


losed in that area. 


з blemont. а road block 
of the 30th Division WES Ас te zermen eri 1 nngissanco рёгфу at 
about 1900 hours icht December l9th and 
found about five 2 knocked out, with several 
German dead 1 d About e platoon of 2nd Bn, 119th Infantry нав 
present. They l of thcir roed block party proper, despite having 
knockod out tho iss@nce party, had ciíithcr been killed or captured or 
had moved cast. It “appeer red qu Ux clcer that this wes а ۳۵000۵۵۵1۵86 وم‎ party of а 
German Пери column that had Боса endsevoring to move from Trois-Ponts to Yer- 
bomont end hed succceded in ee the river at Forgs. Tho Heblenont bridge was 
blown. 5% к Docombor 19, it was learned that the north-south road from 
Bastogne to Могоолопі hed Ъсса cut by the Gormans in the vicinity of Houffalize. 
The depth of this penstration мав unlnown, but thoro мого rumors from truck drivers 
thet the Germans мого on the roed in the vicinity of Hotton. 


* 


About 


n? 


5% 1100 hours, Joocubor 19, orders were roccivcd to dispatch one КУТА 
battalion гай one ‘toon of TD's to the arca north of Hotton to block and clea 
211 из дає» frog Hotton to th: north, northwest and northeast. Permission was 
letcr obteined from the Gerps Commendor to send this battalion to Berveaux. 


During the яРісгпооп of December 19 informetion and orders were reccived from 
Headquarters XVIII orps (airborne), which had Ъсеп osteblishcd sbout onc mile 
north of Yerbomont, that First army wes to hold along the gcucrol lino Зфоцлопі- 

lucdy Sad countor?ttsck in thc direction of Trois-Ponts to halt the 
оту s advance to the northwest. Тас XVIII Corps (sirborno) £ssumcd command of 
the зосфог поосте Пу south of баз дар 09 Rivcr to include Houffelize. 


ct 


tructions rcocivcd fron бог s Hoad querts rs, the 504th 
a 861 200 the high нн northwcst of Rehicr and thc 

cod ane scizcd the high ground in Ae vicinity of 
Heut-Bodsux. The 508th 8 е Гаї antry sont onc company to ths 67 08870838 one 
mile cest of Bra. T cgimcnt, dun one Coupe пу, occupicd the high ground in thc 
vicinity of nevron. th Clidcr Infantry romeincd е Jerbouont, having scent 
the third bettelion icinity of Bervaux ond one сопропу to thc crossroads 
2% Manhay. Thess disposi us мого consolidated during the night of December 
19-20 and patrols pushed to thc front to grin contect with the onomy. 


Shortly aftor deylig December 20, I act Oolonol Acuboa Tucker, 504th Oom- 
manding officcr, in the town of Rahier et which tims he had just received inte l- 
ligonc 3 from civilians to the effeet thet Spproximetely 125 vchiclos 8, ine 1۱03 6 

арргохіпефоїу 50 tanks, head moved through the town the afternoon bcforc, moving 
іп the dircetion of Chconcux. 


The du don арреагсЯ to be reliablo. It posed somo intere لت وت‎ юг problcms 
iv &pperrsd the chen Germans had given up hope of crossing the Bree sk obsteele at 
Heblomont with thcir heavy armor end hed turned to the mein год d through Stou- 
mont-L?Glicas. d this were the 56 3 cue Scizurc o? thc oie over the Aub love 
River 6% Zhcncux wes imperetive if their furthsr movamcnt was to be blocked. 


І orders? 29103451 Tucher to move into thc town of Ghencux without d: ley end, 
conditions permitting, to зсізс tho bridgs. It was ітрої зо tact the brite < be 
всізсі. If 125 ermorsd vehicles cnetecd tho 504th in th country Around Rahi зг 

Wc were in for som? £nxious moments, but wo “ned соще 5 а way to find the Gorman 
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cr units then those Bppcerod to bc, сусп with 
1 б е 7, 
xe So there was but ons thing to do о that was to close oe 
л ` ша ^ Rist < 
apidly as possibls end destroy hin by any means possiblc. But the 


brides чав impcrative. 


stara exit of Chencux by а petrol which 

bettelion of the 504th. They fired опа 

b Т; tect was first 

Э trol wes followed 

ovi зву ۷9626 46 

iis Cernan force‏ و9 
st‏ 


re уй: 
th 8 о, into Shensux, 
commend 8 ng in the western 
ing the hours of UN of the first 
night hoard end some vonicular movement could 
be ol зве. ` 


Infentry whore I found that they hed contacted 


some engin rois-Ponts.  Thzy had occasions lly been under fire 
but no maj ed through thc town. all civili^ns in nese 
northern г . that желу тогава pu much ermor hed развод 
througn. the 505th In the direction of 715185 ln was vacuo. 


306 و‎ iss: at dircetion. 


On t of December 20 at about 1600 hours I was called 
quar tors موی‎ [е госзіус orders for га advance to iust 
Hcbronvel с 16 cont^ct had beca csteblishcd with a 
Норго з tin 


force 1st 
indicate 
giv: us 
ta коп. 

esteblish қ 
о, GOES 
werc to move to 1218 la 


s the et 95 Penzcr Division st Ohchcux. Fir 

мого well одціоред and усе ontbly 1751064 troops who would 
І% wes with вото difficulty thet our first prisoners were 

О, prior to ісбуіпт ths division сдуписо JP, which was now 

$ Hablomont, Т hed 611 unit commendors om lod, including the 

Y: 5O8th. It чов Pelt the S Was vital end if we 

Y + < 


ча X 


а ат mission to be hin us by XVII Corps (Air. 
borne), уо hed to move Without delay, regardless of ions of light or darkness. 


ters I ree¢cived 2۳:25 تن‎ оп that orc &dvencing to the 
hing зи active defense ?lohg the lino Viclse Im Zsbronvel- 
ision, 82d àirborno, would . blish 5 о linc from 
yun Division, in the vicinity of Lec cizo, to Ohcncux-Trois- 
ie lleux-Vielss Im- Se lachet tsBu-Ecbronvel. Sontact was to bo imncdiatsly 


n the fron of Tisls: а 19-5 و‎ МЛ Ер The 


ith units reporto Aly cut off ir 
ivi 24 was to hold the Scetor from Hebronval 


Ordors to accomplish this мого issued at the division ОР 24 Heblomont shortly 
beforc derk, Socsuber 20. Units moved promptly end by d&ylizht мого on their ob- 
joctives, well orgeniged сай preparod to defond. з i 
the order, left to right: 504, 508, 525, 5 мав hs 
in division говстус in ths vicini 7 The pe n forward OP wes све. 
lished in thc town of hiornoux at 117074 crossing on the norfhcrn cage of 
the Фома. 7 

Та Уізізсіш contact was madc with Goncral H&sbrouck упо = ssteblished the 
ОР of the 7th armorcd Division in the town. Тас division wes then fighting 6 


St. 714. West of "ісіваїт, Gcnzral Jones ned 28425 lished 
ivisioa at HcnecvoBux. Troma е to both of these off 

d Division, сус. spt Рог battle losses, wes intact ond fighting with unit 
Тас 106th Division Әррзегоӛ to be rather bediy chowcd up ғай hed but 
й 


thc OP of tho 106 th 
iccrs I lcernod the v thc 


0, ths до Infantry, гопбіпіпр, with somo division є rtille ry and 
units. There wore elso pr-s-nt а ۳۵۳1۵ قطان‎ of the 204. Division tho 
2 š 


2 entry, іп addition to а number of Corps ?nd largor units such = в modium 
s 


On the left of thc division very hoeyy fighting was taking plece in thc vi- 
cinity of Снсисих whore the беттеп 18% S8 Penzcr Division мав ше пр а dcspcreto 
snd all-out <ffort to drive out thc first batts lion of thc 504th. Further south 

на 


г р 
^t Trois-Ponts, end cxt sending down to trend 
тузі = ان و ې‎ а Seles A ee ` ^ + 
pl^unod end cxcouted attacks oro є made with ілегсевіле Str:neth against tho 
very thinly hcld front o? t4. 505th. On thc South, the 508th and tho 325 hed no 
i 


сощест with бос сесшу. тас Division Rceonntissenco Platoon was pushed south. 
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lloux, determi: acd, гррехси Ту woll 


iul 


РТК 


Information aveileble indicated that the Germans мого moving in grcat strength to 
the west, having passcd Houffaliazc, and чого moving towards the ноцво 7۰ The 
Third Агвогоа Division, which was supposed to bo on thc division's right, could 
not Бо contected. I believe that on this date в reconnaissance party шеу 23 
established contact. 


On Осссябог 21 I visitcd the OP's of the 7th Armorcd and 106th Divisiens 
with the Согра Comiandor of XVIII Corps (àirbornc), Ссастаї Ridgway. The situa- 
tion іп the vicinity of St. Vith sppcerod to be critical. Тас town мев being 


۰ 
ovcrwholmingly attacked in зсуоте 1 dircetions and thorc &ppc?rod to bc little 
prospect об provonting its bcing cut off. Тас богрв Soumendcr informed mo that 


his originel plen wes for tha 30th Division to ettack south fron Stevelot to ro- 
licvo the situe tion at St. Vith and for the Third Armored to attack on the right 
of the 82d во ^s to drive in tho formens moving to the west. On this 9246, Роз . 
combcr 21, however, only the пъггоч neck of lend from Viclsala to Saluchétoan, 
held by ths 828 Jirborno Division, couucctcd the St. Vith forocs with romeining 
forces of the First Army. Its retention would be dccisive. 

ho fighting 2t Chonoux was increasing in bitterness. On this dato the first 
battalion of the 504th, assisted by в compeny of thc third battalion of that regi- 
ment, meds a final, all-out *sssult on the Gormens in thet town and in close hand- 
to-hend fighting, many of tho parachute troops jumping aboard the Gorman half- 
trecks and knifing the Gormans at thoir posts, ths Gorwans wcrc driven beck across 
the Ambleve Rivor and our troops scizcd tho bridge. In this ettack we destroyed 
а considcreblc amount of ermor and killcd and captured many Germans from thc Ist 
38 Penzcr Division. 


Father to tho south and осві, the 505th Parachute Infantry мав having very 
herd fighting with thc roweinder of the let SS Panzer Division. 116 505th had 
initially sont а covering force сові of the Salm River in the vicinity of Trois- 
Ponts. Through shocr weight of numbers this smell force моз finelly driven to 
the river line where it held. Boing very much overextended, the regiment managed 
to hold by dieenosing or cstimeting tho point ої German main effort from timo to 
tims and thon marshalling 211 evaileble infentry 28 quickly ев possible and beating 
off the 81٥۵ st thet point. This proccss wes repeated, whore necessary, day 
and night until finclly the Germen ettecks wancd in their intensity about Deccmber 


25. 


The 508th Partchuto Infentry on thc VicleagaSalmehatceu front wes without 
enemy contact oxccpt for patrols, The 325th Glidcr Infantry, 1808 by the Division 
Recoméissence Platoon, had csteablished contact with cnomy forces several miles 
south of their front 11455. 


On 2ocoubcr 21 I was instructcd by tho Corps Commender to make а госоппё1в- 
sanco of the divisional eros with а view to withdrawing aftcr the extrication of 
the St. Vith Рогсов to а suit?blc dcfcusivo position that would tic in with the 
divisions on my right and left. To date no firm contact had bccn esteabliashcd with 
tho Third armorcd Divistone Tac ucrite غه‎ the prosant dofousivo position wera 
615540006 anè 1% wae ^grood thet tho ThicredusNent tino efforod aplondid 4 
pessibilitice provided it omid bç continuo? om qu» »Фемо, 26 vct) ^e ? 65970 


@etcrminc, however, thers мого no fricndly troops охсор light reconnaissance 21с- 
ments wost of Hebronval. : 


I objoctod to tho withdrawal but tho Corps Сошпепдог cxplained that rogerdless 
of шу wishcs in the mattor it might be поссавагу to require tho division to with- 
drew. It was quitc evidcnt at this time thet if 9 major Gorman atteck 46 
from thc south, throntcning the right of tho division, its continued occupation 
of the s£eliont extending out to Viclsalm would be costly in life and to no advan 
tego after tho oxtrication of the St. Vith forces. It wns omphtsizcd by the Corps 
Sommendcr that it was absolutely necessary to восигс propcrly the withdrawal of 
the St. Vith forecs by holding ^nd dofonding our prcscat positions. 


à госоппсіввотсо was undertakon and at its completion it was quite cloer that 
there was but onc косвопебіу good dofensive position and that there was but one 
rcesone&bly good defensive position and thst wes the Trois-Ponts--Besso-Bodcux-Bra- 
Menhey linc. it the dircation of the Gorps Comm=ndcr 8 rcconusissencc wes 60. 
medo of а position farther to the rc?r, воасгг lly slong the Cheneux-Rehicr-Chevron- 
Yorbomont linc. On Dcecmbcr 22 I wont to Menhey where I met Goneral Ross, com- 
mending thc Third armorcd Division. He stated that hc wes covcring € conecntration 
of other forccs ond thet his front was so cxtonded that ho could not oceupy and 
hold in strength the terrain west of ۰ 
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crneux ridg- would 
S of the right 


roza net from 


From my vicwpoint, it мов obvious thet the loss of Rogn 
result in thc complcto nsutrelizetion of the dcfonsivc с ee pr li 
portion of the division sector. This ridge domin ted the ontirc 
Уісізсіс to Bre. This мев the only ro?d nct south of the Trois-Pohts--"rbouont 
rond. In addition, 211 of the division's installations end division artillery 
чого located in the Liurne ux-^oronno-ViclsaLla valle су. accordingly, ordors мого 
issucd to thc 225%: Glider Iufentry to oxtend its right flenk and scizo and hold 
Regno ^md thc ri idg: extcuding north thersfron. This ridgs hod to bo hcld-st ^ny 
coste 


On the aftera noon of Docember 22 ef enemy Pores of “pproxinetcly 100 vchicios 
211 types ргоссаса Зу боці 22 tenks єдуспогд north ОЕ ttre. The tenks 
спот од Joubiovs 1. Шоу were permitted to closc up, then brought under devastating 


вгъ 11 وت‎ firc. Arti} Llery obsory = rs who rcom^incd on tho outpost line оп the гідро, 
immcdi^tclw north of Ottre "cpt tho column under close obscrv^tion and put vory 


ffoctivo Xue ed Fire on it. this unit wes lator identificd وج‎ a portion of 
tho 2d 58 P^nzcr Division. at 1700, Doeombor 22, the outpost of the 325 wes forced 
to withdrew. Тас onomy build-up wes incrcasing in чено пу on our Southorn front. 


4t the direction of tho Division Comm nder, tho Division Engincor conducted 
٥ thorough study and reconm iss nes of the southern portion of the division scctor. 
It bocems cle erty evident the Serm^nu could not bring ?rsor to bear Se£tinst 
the sector 9nuywhoro botween 8“ inch? фага end tho Freiturc crossroods cxcopt by 
bringing it up tho Pctito-lenglir road, end if thc 2... bridge could be 
blown he would бо incapablc of bringing Еглог to bear cuywhcrc within this 10,000 
yard рор without: “pprotching up the mein rosd towards 321. ню which wes well 
covered. 


his armored 9tt^ok weg obvious and Stcps wore 


iV 5 
takon to rly ou Dcecmbzr 22 orders чого issucd to the 
Enginser | dclay end ргоргго пи Poti دود‎ Ат brides 


троп hostile threat. Т са and dot£ilcd pr 8 
E thorouch, because <s the caolition perty nove 
souta from Ottr largs proup of Gorman к coming toy tae ee 
Tho Gerus: dec 018 wes 2% &bout 1100 hours, Зуійсабіу thoroughness 
in prspsretion ha? cost u who brides. 


for и 
2721018 изу: 


During tho nicht of Bocombs or 22-25 єп спріпосг petrol, lcad by Кајо” J. 0. Й. 
ге Jt وه‎ n^dc its мау pohind the спо omy lincs to thc bride: over thc crock south 
Рам pud r fad ок the brides while it was n съл? Пу be cing uscd by 
банда 720161538. They displeycd unusual gallantry ond porsovorñnoo in the per- 
Роупепос'о? ти tosk. 


In tho followinz 24 hours зпему ргсввиго built up in intensity 211 "Long the 
South:rn front. It wes sesily handled South of Thic r-du-Mont. ‘the спошу, howover, 
Showcd promisso of gctting .ntirzly out of hand on the right, &ppercntly wide open 
beyond Rogno. Re turning to thc loft flenk, the Gorman Рогоса 8 8035۳04 to bc cut 


off in tho vicinity of 1851512756 but wore Fighting а vory Т Опрерстопъ with 
the 30th Division on our loft. Thcir occasional isolated forts to cross the 


Amblovo River ного easily doslt with by 81211 рофгоїв frou. tho 504th Prcht Ine. 


с Of the Division усвогус battalion of the 325 


I therofors ordered the Үүсісев 
2 oundor of thet regiment and ordered onc ba wtélion of thc 504, 
- 


to the Regimentel و‎ P 7 

tho 24 Rettelion, to move ез опас 909 She ridge 4 000 yerds southwost of Lis rnoux. 
troons wont into position during deylicht of December 23. On this date the 

йоду stteckcd in considerrble Strineth and overran the town of Regno. Ths 225 

o ur ni 25 na rotako tho town. The retention of this ridge wag 

7 - ге Р Bu f с & t. 

e ы аи г со 0 Secouplish its mission of cx соса ас tho 8%. 

і forces. Feu ` ror and with unusucl gallantry end elen, the 

225 attacked ond rctook the бони, ad held 1% until later orccrcd to withdraw. 


It Wis on this 


Lon thet the Acrimontel 2djutent of a regimont of the 24 
SS Panzer Division У 


ed with the orders for tho ده خر دو‎ of thc Following 
19 21% to the гобокіор of the town by ths 525, ho had-<boon 


day. In the دا‎ 039۴ 51 or 195 

scat forwerd by his segimontal Goum@nder to learn the truc situation. During his 
госоппоієзогог ho found imscif abosrd n 29101707612 side cor in the outskirts of 
Ясепо when our troong retaking the town. He wos efptured with tho town and 
had tho огасгв on his person. Thay mu to bo of great vélus, since they gave 
us Gofinitc inforuction of tho oncoy intentions for th. following several days. 
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It was becoming ineressingly evident thet the German was dotermined to ulti- 
metoly reach Vorbomoni 2nd move north towards beh e and Герс. Colonsl Bill- 
iugslos, Commanding Officer of tho 325th Glide sy Infantry, wes ordered to extend 
his right flank to include Freit fira contact with the 3d år- 
morod Division on our righ а 

The Fraiture orossro?ds bogan to assume increasing importance. Inquiry мав 
madc оп встоге| оссезтойв o? tho Commending Genoral of XVIII Corps (Airbornc) ав 
to whet was boing dono to insurc its retention. On Dcocubcr 22 I made а personal 
rcconn?iss?noc Fron Ievignc to Fond ds la Justice to H#mnhay, Quito a number of 
armored vehicles мого in tho vicinity of ienh2y and some were on the ridge №. 


miles south therso?. Tho 3d Armored Division OP wes ia lisnhay. A conversation 
th the Division Zouzenüácr mado it аррогспі that they мого incapable of committing 
sufficient strength to th; crossrotds to guarentee its rctontion by our troops. 


From my уіси point, its loss would mean thet German агиог which we had suc- 


cessfully turned beck from Trois-Fonts to Regne, with the aid of both terrain and 
а very Active dcfsase, would bypass ths Division end occupy the Licrnsux-Regne 
ridge mass, thus provontine us from tecompiishinz our prosent mission of covering 


the withdrawal of Bas St. Jith troops. І sccordingly огдогод Colonel Billings loa 
to again cxtend his right flenk ena to includes in his defensivo organization tho 
۱ дор ди of Fraiturs. This he did by sending د‎ Е, under the 
commend of берзеіп Woodruff to що arc. Tho situetion all 2 long the southern 
front мав becoming егізісті when I visited thc btttslion commanders of the 325th 
several times during the o под праг 22-21. On the afternoon of December 23, 
at about 1700 hours, I checked the dispositions ¢long tho Freiture ridge. 4% this 
time rifloncn wore в attarod 100 to 200 yards apert., There wes а little enti te ак 
defense, end the possibility of defonding th: гідро against а mejor Gcrman attack 
&ppe&rcd nothing loss than fantastic. On the othcr hand, о could be spared 
from the other fronts, since tho виз оп wes much the semo in other sectors, 
although thc threst мов not 28 erent. The atiecks of the ist SS Репазг Division 
оп our left begen to wanc. : 


On the £fternoon of December 25, 2% about 1750 hours, I Srrived at tho ОР of 
Captain Cibson ia thc town of Froiturc. It was thon under heavy mortar fir: 
considerable volumo of small ^rms fir: could be heard to tho south end нов. SCR. 
200 contect was meds with 22:41 Toodruff $t the crossroads. He stated that ho 
was under terrific 604001 which wes completely enzulfin ig his small unit. I moved 
on foot from Fraiture towards the crossrotds end managed to reach thc одре of the 
woods scvcrel hundred yerds beyond ths town. 


It was сісагіу үе that the attack 2% the crossroads wes an all-out ef- 
Pair of ET 5% mienitu às it dcvclopcd, it was the attack of = regiment of the 
24 SS Fenger Division ee by attached armor, attacking with the mission of 
driving up the main hizhw^y to Torbomont. Тис ons company изз soon completely 
Е During the hours of darkness, in despcrete, closc-qu^rtzrs fighting, 

aptein Woodruff me; g to extricate about 40 non. They eccounted for many Сог- 
mens in fighting th noir wey out, 2nd rejoined thcir bette lion comme nder in the 
vicinity of Frei 


8% this point it wes evident thet thoro wes nothing to prcvont the German 
Тогсов from cutcring the reer of the Division erca, which wes now closely cng^ged 
along its entire 5,000-уега front. 

І moved to the ОР of the rcsorvo battalion in the region southwest of Lior- 
neux, arriving there et about derk. І issued verbal orders to the battalion сопе 
aender, Mejor Wollems, outlining the situation to him and dirccting him to secure 
the right flank ав far west lempre. I then moved without delay.vie Tri ic 
Shesling to Menhey, thc ОР of the 3d Armored Division. Hore I found onc МР on 
Табу 2% thc crossrozds and tho town completely £bendoncd. І thon moved without 
delay to Corps Hoadguarters to explain thc situetion to them and obtein further 
assistance in holding the main highway which wes out of my soctor, but tho reton- 
tion of which wes 2628857 to ths 8ccomolishmcnt of my mission. 


а 


ig 
GS 


By telephone 9۵10861 Tucker wes ош to Бо prepared to move tho 504 Rerimental 
Но: adque ‘rters 2nd one battelion to the vicinity of Lansival where по would teke 


over’ the scotor on thc risht of the Division. Two TD's wore moved southwest of 
the Division ОР at Bra to give it some protection from the direction of Manhsy. 

I returned to the Division ОР et 3ra at S&pproximately 2200. Upon my arrival thore 
I learned by боїорпопо from Corps thet Manhay had fallen to thc Cornen attacking 


каб 


m 
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forces. There socomcd to bo some doubt about this, howcver, and duc to the 986 
?nG confusion it нов impossible to ие exactly where anyone was. All units 
wera informed of the situation 2nd efforts madc to get units under control and have 
the situation in hand so as to bc ebie to cnghgo the Germen forces оп rorsonably 
ЕсуогаБіс terms st doylight. 


с) 


åt bout daylight XVIII Jorns (Airborne) available to по Combat Command 
В of the 9th armored Division vnder ths comannd of General Ново, which had boon 
withdrawn from the St. 71% fren. Сопоге | Hoge reportcd to my ОР at about 0700. 
At about 0545, December 24, Зо10пе| Tucker was ordercd to leave the smallest 
possible Pores in the northern восфог 2nd to move south to Bre by motor without 
00187۰ Но hed Босп given ^ warning ordor cbout 24 hours cerlicr. At 0645 thé 
505 wes ordered to regroup on? br ttn lion, the 2d, and hove it prepared to move in 
Division говогус without dolay, werning ordors having been g ven then to prepare 
for this prior to this pine 


8% 0620 verbel ordors мого issucd to Generel Hoge to hold Malempre until 
further orders, to contact the 504 on his left snd the 7th Armored on his right. 
The 7th armored hed bosn rccomitted by ХҮІІІ Согра (Airborne) down the afin 
road towards Матпеу. Combet Sowncnd B, 9th 2глогод Division, and tho 7th Ar- 
mored Division were practicelly oxhzustsd fron the past моск! 8 fighting. They 
were very short of infantry, «nd in the opinion of Gencral Hog 
В wes incap?ble об а susttined defense or offznsc. Номоуог, М 


у Combat Commend 
i 
be held end ерргоргісіз orders мого issued, 


e 
fAlcmpre hed to 


2% 1515 hours Generel Hoge reported to me thet he was holding Melempre. 

The situstion in thet sector, however, still ?ppo*rod confuscd. This wes further 
added to by the presence ig the aren of Gorzan troops wotring .incricen uniforns 
end using ancrictn агоог. It would еррсег certein thet tho Согобив чого fight- 
ing in demey, thet they held the ridge south and onst of Manhay, that wo hold 
Melewpre cul thet we held Freiturs. Betweon Ке оорго end Freituro the 2d Batteal- 
ion of the 504th Parechute In n?entry мев fighting in the woods. This bettelion 

е vetcran, oxpcricnesd outPit, hed ^s cloar а picturc ов could bc expected o? tho 
Situstion. Mmerous “ernans мего Bow coo to attack through the woods to thc 
northesst botwocn Melompre tnd Froiture. iero мав auch close, bitter Pighting 


and the Gerutu8 were оцет handled by i Гог Jellen's battalions, Не finally 
Ша 8 position Гай containing the Ccraens, although his 
th 
96; 


Zu м 
succcedcd in 3 
frontegs wa rticulfrly Рог ths моодод 89:07 in which he wes fighte 
Ser с veil Е and Srmcd 2nd were fighting with unusual 

esprit. They were from the 24 SS Ponzor Division. 

During ths day of Оссоцрсг 24 Colonel Tuckér brought up his full regiment 
less опо battalion which ho had 1625 ft Sheneux to contain the forces north of 
the river. That bettelion. was cherzed with holding the Amb 1676 River lino from 
imeodistcly north of to where contact was tablished with thc 50th 


os 
Division in the vicit frontage of Eig antes 12,C00 - 
15,000 yerds, much of состу country snd brokcn up terrain. Нопоусг, 
Since thc situation wes во critics] on the right, ond the German агок hed موه‎ 
parently been beaten off оп the left, ne other зо of ection “ppeared practi- 
cable at tho moment. Тас 5С5 аррсегой to ето 211 it could do to йош: to 
nee the Trois-Ponts = trend Yellsux linc and the 508 was becoming heavily وه‎ 


1 
ged on the Уі све La- 92 Imchatcau—Joubicval lino. | 
Іп 8ccordence with tho w^ roing ordor given мо by the Crops Couumendor, similar 
warning order re given to unit cormendsrs to be proparod to withdraw if посов- 
sary to tho inc. Tarly on December 24, Therefore, 
onnnissenec of thc асФоовіуе positions 
signed, а confercnee was held at Head. 


ко 


160 сб 
С 


є 4 


airborne ві about 1550 hours, December 24th, at which time 


зо 
a 
ра 
- 
ТЕ 
Пп 
c 
о 


ths voluntary withurawel to the Corps до сте уо position. 


o 
с couple ва and отбогз issucd during the sfternoon to sffset 
ee це 


orders мого 
Division i 
the witndra 


І wes ду? Ну concerned with the sttitude of the troops омега thc with- 
drawal, tho Division having never made в withdrawal in its combat history. The 


Gorman WES using ovory Srtifice cenceivebic to create doubt and confusion in the 
minds oF Amcricen fighting units. He wes using our &rcs, equipment ond vehicles, 

cqucntly lotving their own ebandoncd end disabled at bottlenecks on the 8 ۰ 
това. равин св wore boing used and @crmans in american officors! uniforms мого 
Клоча to Бс in the rose ersts. One trooper, who Inter мов rco?pturcd, wes сере 
tured by Gormans in dmericfn uniforss in the vicinity of Tri le Ot hag bing « 
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АЛЛ of those factors made the 2. of а withdrawal most unpleasant. On 

5 to be read to ths troops, emphasizing the dane 
rontcd, and I spent from carly evcn- 
? all battalions. 


он 


з have participated in our two ycars of 


In all of the operations in which w: 
combat ani they havc been wany of aultitudinous types, I have never зсеа a better 


executed d оп than the withdrawal on Christmas vc. Ths troops willing ly 


гізі into cxocutionu all the withdrawal plans, although they openly 
с 


riticized it end failed to understand ths accessity for it. But 
по ты: in and thc withdrewel went smoothly. N 


3 
F. 
та 


4 


$ moonlight nicht. ‘The cnomy was closely 
| Trois-Fonte to n&lompro, but there was 
essure being cxcrtcd against us. All Unit 
ісус, felt that thcy had the situation 
espt for some modium artillery which пад 

а roads, мав completely cleared of the St. 


[m EE E 
3 
ч و‎ 
зе 


Ed 


The withdrawal stert2d shortly after dark. Oovoriug shells were to be with- 
drawn аъ four А.М. The б Ара Ener Зо supported tho withdrawal by blowing 
bridges оусг the Salm Rivcr, laying в пето ае end establishing roadblocks. This 
моно jd d well on t igat with the 504 and the 525. The 508 was attacked in 
losc end intense fighting at the bridges over the Selim 
thdrew. Its sholl on Thicr-du-uont was appercntly cut 

inally made its way back under the commend of Major Taylor without the 
loss of а 10515 men. All the troops, exesst for thc shell, мого in the valley 
іп tho vicinity of Corronuc wherc I saw them about 2200 hours, and overything 
was going smoothly. 


4t about 2500 hours pesse ed Noe d St. Jecqucs оп tho wey to the 505th Prcht 
Inf Command Post, which v t Ut (St é ов I met а platoon іп а 
38 $3 mova that thers was a large 
eir or them. I went to the 
bocoming apparent. که نحص‎ in the 
ers that whil driving their jeeps 
obscrved troops wearing full field 
о 


7) м 


Фо 
5 
= 
o 


за 


= 
-іуей from mt drii 
in th2 vicinity o? “Bases. Bodsux th 
ма Пар in tho woods towards tl ‚5 111686 ps hit the ground and 
too! cover, gcncrally acting very eves tor іп the t lineman, chcck- 
ing his lines, hed his jocp shot up by what he gucsscd мого German troops in tho 
reer arca. This accountsd for the platoon that I had пої at St. Ja 20458 being 
on its mission | of 1ه‎ 871 пр Gormans from the roar агза. 


ut 
د‎ 


+ 


+ © с, 
оо 
ct 


I 181801 to thc rogiacntal саа about th: situation end he belicved thet 
at this time а force of врогохіт ly 500 Gernens мого somewhere in the regimental 
roar вуса ovine to the cast. Their рговсасо could hard Llybe 9?ccountcd for unless 
tacy he xeapcd from tho Le Gleize-Stoumont pocket. 4% Pirst wo did not believe 
thet their мого Gorman troops in ths erca, but ріссіпс ioscthcr 811 available 
intcllizzncc soned to cstablish the fact unmistalebly. At this time the regiment 
was undor some pressurc along the river linc and пас left a company in three 
platoon positions at the most ¿ly crossing sites as а shell to cover the with- 
crewal of thc regiment, which ves now taking place. АРЪст disc ussing the situa- 
tion for some timc with the reginentel commander, it was docided that the with- 
drawal would continus as planned; that by de jylight the 505 would be on its dofen- 
sive position with the arca to its front wired and mined, end that it would bc 
prepared to dcfond that position at all costs in coordination with the units on 
its right and left, This mede it impractical for the regimental commander to 
divert any of his forces to a task of scarching for tho Gormans, Ordors мого 
issucd to proecod to now positions as previously nlanned and to bc on the alert 
Рог 10082 Corman forces. 


۰ 


Several hours ЬоГого daylight onc platoon positioned north of Grand Halleux 
мез attacked by а Согова forco ої proat strength.. ۀ‎ hoavy fight.ensucd. A number 
ОР Gormans were killed and wounded, ез woll as troopers of tho Division. Awong 
those captured мав an досгісап major of the U.S. 50th Infantry Division. He had 
boon captured іп cerlicr fighting at Та Cloizc snd tho force that wes &ccompenying 
hin when captured was a Рогсс of approximately 500-800 Germans endeavoring to 
Withdraw to their own linos coast of tho Salm Rivor. During thcir withdrawal they 
мого rathor well спомсд up but they nevertheless succocded in raching their lincs 
execpt for several killed and captured. On Dcecmbcr 25th we rcelizod that we had 
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du-mout poten te + 


just succceded in withdrawing through а hostile withdrawing force, 


rather novel maneuver. 


right, finally buttoned up our defcnse. 
ths 20th Division on our left. 


trained. They lawachcd an 28132: vp the 


On interroga 


about а 


Bulge. месе later the division в 
М» с 
including 5 battalion commanders. T+ 


This attack was the most arduous in 


the seizure o? Udenoreth 91800۵0 the First 
ridgo lincs 211 tho чау to Bor 


From here the Division moved to thc Eurtgen ssctor wher 


хо 


Contact мав alr 


main exis fron 


ttec'ed, comple 


From ni the Division withdrew to а rest arcea from 
215456 to the atteci cast of St. Vith, ettecking through 
wooded mountains and ovcrrunning 8 considerable group of 
in 8 constant бау and nicht attec! lasting for віх dave. 
into tho Sicgfricd Line to seize Udcnbrcth and the гідро 


the Division's 


U. 8. army in 


а 


which was а 


4t daylight, December 25th, 811 regiments were on their positions, mining and 
wiring wore under way and all troops were dug in. Yommunications were being 6 
under greet difficulty Босеаве of ths mountainous terrain, particularly in the 
504 and 508 At daylight I joined Major Gerard, commanding а batteiion 
of the 525, in the town of ігі lo Thegling on our си flenk, Its occupation, 
in which шы was established with infantry of the 7th armored Division oa our 


eady established with 


About two days after occupying this position ап attack was made by the 62d 
Volks-Crsnesdier Division on our left and tho Oth 86 Panzer Division on our contcr. 
Тас 62d У. 7. division iu all of its ځ یووم‎ опа ргогой to bo of very poor que lity 
and not well trained., They consistently Lost patrols by having them deetroyed. 
by our outposts and they anncarcd to be very vulnerable to our own patrols. 

The Ota SS Рапазг Division eppeared to bs much better equipped and better 


Licrncux to Hebilenont 
3 


hitting the 508 апа 504 in & coordinated effort that має characterized by great 
dash and соцгаєс. The 54 Wet lion of the 505 was completely cvcrrun. Тас men 
remained, however, manning thir pesitions in the houses end foxholes. The bas- 
talion commander, Lt Colons: Мое, obteined the usc of the rescrve company. of 
the 24 Battalion of the 508 on his lefi, counter-8 tee сой with great gallantry У 
and determination, and drove thc Dun 55 Feagers from his positions, r38 tori аа 
his MLR. The Storm Troopers! 1۵89809 ۰ wore cxtromely heavy. Fron one 21019 alone 
62 bodies were lator removed. 


tion sous of tho Storm Troopors stated that thoy hed bcon accus- 


tomed to ана with such dash and olan, yclling and firing thcir моеропе, and 
the usual reection of the enemy wes to Бгсек and run аз the Storm Troopers closed 
with then. They ж чого fraa ely surpriscd to Pind troops who would man their posi- 
tions after boioz overrun. Th. unit of the Oth 38 в ас ро the 504 after over- 
running the outpost of the 2d Battalion of that rogiccnt, were stopped and driven 
back. Тасу told an idcnticel story of their atteck technique. 

This ended all offsnsivoe efforts of tho fermen forces in the Battle of tho 


фоїу ovorruuning the 62d 


e Division end the Oth 55 Fanzer Division, and capturing 2,500 prisoners, 
regained its former position on tno Thicr- 


which it was letcr соз- 
Әзіз snow отог thickly 
German defensive forcos 
Ultinetsly they drove 
extending south. 


history end, аъ its end, 


probably the most bitterly fought, but tho Division ones again catorsd Gcrmeny ena 


position to attac* down 


+ 


с, 88 8 member of 
ХУІТІОогра (Airborne) and latcr III Gorps, it psrticipstod in tho advance to 6 
Дост River. t&espt for extensive sincficide, sxtrencly difficult road conditions 
ane hostila artillcry fire, tho operation was not too di?ficelt. The Division 
Srrivcd on the Roer River and ned completed duteiled plans for а river crossing 
and the ssigure of Гійзрроп 288% of the river when it was withdrawa on Fobruery 
17th and returned to thc Sissonac-Suippes, France, area. 
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3 ours to move into combet 
At 2100 hours o sovonont order was received 
by motor ct 180900 fron bese camps 
. t ve 2851 "OG? 
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З; BELGIUM, where 
from: genera] infos 
^ sorious GERMAN репо- 
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18 ТІСЕМБІЗ 1944 


sori 1а Цер the ase eonps at 
hours. CODD team -compo- 
preecded toward BASTOGNE, At 
EHC Divisi оп column was dircete 
crtors iod леп و‎ od 
Tonk of the ponetre-tian 
EH ae mk at BLSTOGHE, 
бане Пе 22922 of 
oloncnts rote, САА 
| od їп 06 
the о. = she Divi isione 
ВЕ не 2 TT 5 Defcnsive 


cd 
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уз 5 لسا له‎ e ۰ 
45 پر یرجم‎ Hd 78) тт داب‎ + e г Y^ да ` بح‎ 
ro эгссрізса without delay by cach unit upon it: 
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BARBVLUX, "T" Company occupied GRAND: 
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= Occupied LARTER and rolioved 
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£ occupied с defens 
Ne Spa Ваәлісіпеп wes Tos 

ct tho Spa оао 1 on, 
Division Resorve, "Bg" 
cud NEA 
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heavy seront cnsued 
Supportoc by tenks, 
зрогу book positions: ін tho 
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rldsnorning capturing 14 flak 
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sition CHENEUX and thon with 
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| „глогос Division, the ‘106th In ontry 
"Тагойъту: liyiBion.-and CCB of “the 9th 
ibo withcrew tur: oucb the Division's 


cupied РВ..ГТОРЕ, 
cst of БАМНАХ 
ну tanks onc two 
1 of JOUBIEVAL by 
Ling armor, were roport- 
fired on town. Two eneny 
Sttcek, were both stopped by 
1doring ruins. 
d 
na! 


"rmn 
M 


өза 


Lech 0 
cnony оз we 
artille ету, 125 ойлону GE 
се gar OPTREE. Dricndly ertilic 
Su du обої 
Завист с, - OTR Ewe 

у ) Porochutc 


Ва а. وو‎ the 
7 


. Battolion e د‎ сстозв 
Coe а By г В atte lon of 

Мру CIT 1. ortillory. 
да the brigo was blown, 
OIS PONTS but 2 driven 
pace Bottínlion ropulso an ereny 
tno SALT Rivor 6t iid. TOUR: ‘and mother 
С" Company ‘sector. jist спа зга 


еу DE Tu 


D HALLEU ond LA NEUVILLE were 


ел 
має 


Pen ٠م‎ 


АСЕ 
platoon пр © 
two Оо RIPE 
۱2 ی‎ det oas ES 
сетер یل‎ зс, 


поза 
50861 


на à Gefonsivo positions 
Tho Llst Bsttclton 
з ш cols roparted Сохпоюв colmmms: 
stropa coe PETITE |. НСЪТН towards OTTRE, 
асет == ~ Blow the bridge 25 


ane Ay 
LA 


RO Еа TOT to РЕТІСІ LANGLIP 
blo: IG потез str ‘which wos boing used 
А 


Division, the 106%8 
i b n, end COR oT MERG 
continued: do withdrew through Division 


2545 in 


O Fl 


es 4 The 24 Battclion drove beek‏ په 


О 


Sc Treks i солоозтве Torao Consisting 
Е 3255 Glier Infenimy, 222 the 3d 
minor os ion was AU CECA by ast enony forco vb. The 

петт Ë T i plictocns ої the 509th 

Porcohu eo posl te بت همه‎ | 4t 

1650. h Tory Poeti i onc sprtillery prep- 

фет хы йв щи "man CS 3980811 ез beri t with tanks: of the 2d 


ST ERE а 


В } y. George C Melahn 505th PIR ` 
Я at н ۱ 


ADM 
BOE 


SS Panzer Division attacked... Enemy tonks вис св thé oross- 
ronda with deadly offoot. Enemy infontry mw. острог ovorrcn the 


spa ЖЕ! Company’ нов force: to withercw. ist_ ea eas‏ کون گم 
lost Sac Poosto pla shod та outpost in 2... за Battalion‏ 
capture? a спопу побие IH 2. that containes gions Tor‏ 


Фге sttcok to LIS, 

5043 مدیسر‎ Intent: try = Tro 2ü'Bavtilion, rolicvec љу 
ihe ТЕ Bartoli; novod 1250 DO951Ul NS Division Rosorvc in 
the vicinity = ves га 17 Бог was movec Southwest of 
HLLEMPRE to 300% ол CACY thront. The lst Bottolion took over 
the sectors GEG 221 ео БОЯ Parachute Inlontry" 
ск Ве. AQ 503952. h Porcobuto Infontry. š 

50552 оного с с Inte Chiry - Regiment сопъ писа to cefend 

собстлиса, well supportec. attacks of 


SLEY Piver $ по i 

tho Gernon lst SS Pengor Division. Bxcopt for ee. 241 
Glozents of tho Resinont were Тоо Боб? on the West bank of th 
2 I: : 


20 in #5 TY - Bounced па enc ср ae direct- 


GG bowere зет ] tho STE ELIRE - PROVE ZDROUX а ог, 
Po; y 20260 were аи Газ СБОИ OT са n вар suport 
с by, НЕЕ CEL tonks. he пс bridges nt لالم له‎ end) the 


mo L Los C Үр. t YIELSALI wero Біоми, Tho Теб Bates taon 
гсустЪса to Rei ont l т, Во За Bette lion, 11268 Infantry 
WES 5 

507th i orne Баліпсог 52255711908 = Exceutoc donoliti»n 
© gto 4. 251277 “ales South Зв SATORE ofiter the lest 


vohiclco 5% the TEE Lrnorod Divi Sion Bad повеса, 
14th: Penk. Ве 5001120 on of CCl 5 4.25 Irt orec Division ~ Attcch- 
edito Division. و‎ 05 est cblished є коса bloek ct. the 


ПАЧЕ У. 02:25 2:177 


Tho 125% cloncrits of th Eu Axnórod Division were wit 
Grown vthrouss Divlslon 13 ng Division was órdorod by XVIII 
ботов (1/8) to withürcw under cover of darkness to 2 Gee 
linc cxtencing from TROIS PONTS = BASSE BODEUX - رل نا‎ = 
TRI-LE-CHESLIANG. Regiments were ordcrod to delay опопу until 
0400 Фосопбог ith 6 covering | shelte 

22252. licor Inf nury - 20 Brito ML OTE with strong ener 

: а from ЕТ end took up 
© пот ML Xm Бс То, вас ct lonst 50 спопу ond 
routing tho rend neers ys Оно] plato my „оліп i REGNZ, wes ovor- 
а by едогу infentry yc arr. Company, supportcd by 
с. tank ده‎ ролу of thc 144% Tonk Ba 0 Поза, reecpturcc the 
town Спа ojootoc the ex опу,» : 
504th Регосіобо Infcniry в Tho 36 Bottolion, 1058 "С" 
0:310 0, movee into position Scuthwest of LIERNEUX сиё there 
геръ веб г Strons cheny. ottako 

505th Parachute Inicntry ж The 20 Bette ‘lian soved North 

фо interecot cn опогу force cetinctcé съ 800 спогу. а 


te ре ctterpting о erossit а ofthe SALE River 5 | the East. 
7 богролу wes oticeked by сло estincted cneny conp any who. 
wero trying to withorow neross the river, Nost si the enony 


wes севЪтоуса 
20811 Pore 
was blown, 


ede 


te т" 075229 


: 

2 9/26. 
Тәсбістаес witborcwol 69 scr ncs 
1 weutry - The aly -bridge 2% VIELS.LM 
ov 63 "shell. wes ettockod by гп спогу bot- 
supported by SI DG. corno لر‎ BU سل‎ - 
Елсіпсог Во од = Upon гәссірі of the 
ра oxtonsivo S5stnelos эп thc defense 
prepared, bridges cnd culverts зп 
aoo liina, 

Yb: dre = 1 Corn ceny wes relieved ct the 

MANE UY pose block Бу сіспопів ої 7th отпотед Division,- The 
опору ctineked in forces ont ое РАНА 


AF 


1947 


T ERSTE 


contoet мізді the. chemy 02 


withercew 50 tite 
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She 1565 ваты — Та ee he 


AE E о eT емо The TU من وه را‎ 
Se cu yy ne راو‎ end VAUX CHAVANNE, 


къта 


аи К was repulsed, Тіс 
неа Все 

TID 5 НЕТЕЕ, 

Чиа Sc وک‎ b usq S 

Ў DERGIT.Z-BRA- VAUX 
imental Reserve, vicinity 


Кесіголз%сі свет 


Maara 
кул» 
RSE AG 


sitions Ъ 


me tte 94 ж И ZI 
ist ЕЕ еди! 


ог В. 358 но 
BOS tu а ~ Occupied now aefonsive positions 
- — BLOGIBAZ with cll bottalions on MGR, 


Tan مد‎ - ^A می‎ P: هرمل‎ 
Infontry Was Pelicvec ох تم تا با‎ art 


ск 


- Laid спо #1 с1св, 
тото Derrior some 
bon ТО ! 2 : 

. Comp ony "5311.-969. Chemical Battalion, Company "А", 705га 
TD Battalion, and 5515% Parachute: Infantry Battalion were 
attached to he Division.) Company "О", 562rd AAA AU Battalion 
was relieved of attechment to the Division, 

26 26 DECEMBER | 1944 

try - At 0650 hour опо battalion of the 
га attacked and sueceeded in over-running 
е, portion ої : Company "5" and Company "С" promptly 


count eratta ick 
212 ules Ba 
the 2114 АТО 


moved ts 


ull positions, inflicting heavy 
iEn fhe let Battalion was relieved by 
mury Battalion, 7th Armored Division, and 
тва го та Í SiLTANG. 
504th S pe а i с г ~ The 2d Battalion broke up two 
с: е 9th 58 Panzer Division from the 


de 
евтогес 

31 

7 

E 


omy 
vicinity 
) ~ Patrolled aggressively. 


as Battalien repulsed ettack 


nee load X зоб ONT by an estimated two 
compenics ої infantry suported by cour half-tracks: СЪЩО 
battalion outoosts repulsed attack by enemy infantry. 


27 DECEMBER 1944 


m ت‎ 2. 


Division 


infentry - The 29 Batt 
а ‚ООО yards South 


ста 
а position approxinetely 


504th ith Parachute Infantry - The 5d Ба 
tly 6 the Southeast. The 2d Battali 
a ben 5. near ВЕНСІРЛа, 
zarc chute Infantry - The 54 Battalion received 
Tory fire 2. the day. Company "А" and 
moved to new areas in the roar ої the 6 Battalion, 
508tn Parachute i "UP Company апа "С" Company 
atteckod by an esti wo battalions of infantry of the 
9th SS Panzer Division. аъ 0120. "6" Company partially over- 
Tuna Enony jafilereted to ERRIA. "I" Company (less) committed 
to aia GE Soora in 8 Ime and cjecting the enemy. "4" 
Jom ри: up the town of ERRIA and the 
Enemy cesualtics were 


alion extended МПА 
п knocked oud an 


og 


я 


ек) 


سو 
і‏ 


і at 2300 towards ` 


ЕОЕВТ i George С Melahn 505th РТВ 


944 


SEIN бест Infantry - Improved 2. positions, 
тъ 


ар ae ~ The 34 Battalion broke up ап” 
attack ру an estimated 60 enemy and з pe heavy casualties, 
The ed Battalio m fired on by enemy tanks. 4.2 mortar firo: and 
£rtiller; : ай. tanks to withdraw, 

505 infantry ~ Improved defensive positions. 

tS 2 1. man enemy patrol.‏ با 


- improved defensive positions. 
al - Reached NOIRPONTAINE, killed 
aptured five. attelion sustained 


1 


Глеге меге по major г Те ks along any of the regimental 
nis, 211 units improved their defensive positions and 

і: syessively to the front. The 307th Airborne 
placed additional mincficlds, The 740th 
attached 


= ee КО EA 


There wes very Little спепу activity along the Division 
front, ALL units maintained end strengthened their defensive 
Ера а vigorously to the front. 
rtillory iirod on enemy concentrations. 
325th Glider Infantry closed into new 


LG 5 і PROU-DE-BRA, The 307th Airborne Engineer Bat- 
talion tones to pisco Bincticlds, Пас ist 55:51 و11‎ 505th 
Parachute Infantry conducted combined infentry-tenkt-tank 
Gesvroycr-cnzineor training in tho vicinity of CHENNEUZ, 


51 DECEMBER 1944 


again very light along the Division 
боро а TOusly to the front and 
he vicinity of FLORET and XHOUT-SI- 


Infantry contin nucd their combined 

۱ r-ongineer training., The 740th 

с i сш UNO patrols, огоп consisting of three 

tanks паб i i isconoo platoon mon, to reconnoiter 
و‎ ERR TROIS POUTS. Two enemy 


ҚАРАҚ و دلب‎ епа 
5 t sas 
aine captured, 


ри 


South от 
“зд Tw чо مریم‎ 
soidicrs мого killed 


тарт 
SBOR 3 
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Encny по toriel eepturcda 19 Deecubor 1944 to 31 December 1947 


Ө. > 
daclusi 


=. нн чытый езд = ново ET | 


ermovod “ear 


سه یات سای OU‏ غه ы‏ با PO‏ سا 
Ез‏ 


BAG emy 


so toric _19 Decomber 1944 to. 
Е L Deconb 6 


сако (1 MK IV, 1 МИ III, 6 unidentified) (а). 


це 
Ei 
Or 
me 

J 
е 


y 


ty وم‎ =+ 
opa t 


Due 
9 othe 
SIDE 
۱ “6 anti 


15 machi 
15 machine sun 
5 matorcycles a with sidecar) 
1 radio 


+The figures- ro necessarily incónploto.boosuso of the follow- 
ing TACtors s | ; 

а, “Rapidity. of our movement over а large areca in the 
акеге which, coupled with our move from tho и 
loft 11%%1с time for thorough Surveys 

Die рени 7213011 covorcd ruch meter col boforo it 

а bo selvereod, 
ви об sibility то 0 во ation of some of the 


- - 


srca, making sclvage спо evacuation impracticable. 


ва Includos flekwagons. àt least 3 mounted 75mm guns, 
bj Imeludes all othcr types, also U.S., British and 
| German modols. . 
3 includos ғ11 calibers 
(а Includes only 7 түсе firc and only пофогісі 25 
бстілізеіу to | 


have boon destroyed, 


Goss 
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(Inelusi го 91 Doconber 1944) 


BATTU ето ое 


Да. | Division Orgenie Units 5 
AEN Attached Units 2 
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۰ 
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11 ORES е 0 . ۰ e е 
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я 
бобы р 


Division Oras la Units е 
Lttzehod Units . AIO 
: ФОЛК Т ен 3» €. Wu в в.з 1 21 


тот و‎ NETS 


p c di 


Division Orscnio Units 74 


pete гопсй Units 2 
GE AHD. OI TU . . > е е е . в D 7 76 


5 5 і dE 
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:- and 2 JANUARY 1945 


ERES RN Thé Divi sion (517th Parachute Infantry attached) ге- 


тора in preparation es an attack to protect left flank 0 
Е of VII Corps. 2. 
oc DO Pp GS anachu ts Infantry ‘assumed ге- 
x fin 3 


57 
“ 


s on front. Patrol led aggresively‏ 3:715 9:23 دنه 
tained contact with enemy,‏ 

У ant 505th Parachute Infantry closed 
in preparation for attack, 

Battalion aptached to Division, 
yer Battslion which passed to Corps. 


і 


ы 


“ы 


vision assumed tactical control 50668 


A ۵ 
LUV но SOME o. : 
tyision attecksd at 0550 with 517th Parachute Infantry, 
Өсіп. поща баща Infantry. ара 425th Glider Infantry “abreast. 
Division Artils гу, 80th Afr rbcrns тет Battalion 
‘anc. 507 singen Ва ported the Division 


а са 
425 tr ود‎ зт Infante = On tne risht attacked < end 
the 56 ЕИБ ۱ه هد‎ лгу, seized HEID DE HEIBLOT and ; $ ; 
the town of AVOOHONT, Orcanized high ground East ind West 
f ی‎ СОУО ‘Further advance limited to patrolling pending 
Ld V: Corps, | : 


2 ٤ + Reverted to tectical control ٢ ча 
Division ana г. рагей to move to area DERRIERS 


гасло оз Infantry = Та the center with Company 
Рен вооа, „сарбагей REHARMONT 
and POSSE and. Баса the attack to positions approxi- 
mately 1100 y&ris South thereof, 
Обе Parachute infantry e laintained positions in the 
‘SY fhe Division LD. де 1645 hours the 24 Battalion 
£ Бо the пе Parachute Infantry and moved to | 
| vicinity ни 
٩ Бу LIR, 
Д hs Рата: а 5 


POSTS end El 20 


y = On the Left with 55156 
DO village TROIS 
ІЗТӘРЕСЕЕ SAC ST Забара US е 


the Division conse ted its seins of 8 January, or ar 
& limited ob Jeo tiv And prep: i to continue the | 


|>. 
м 
о Ф 


p advances: ої Corps. 


tteck pending се 
325th Glider г: "iURLOT and ODRINONT, 
established есаб adjacent. units and consolida кей 
positions, a 
Борба Perachute infantry try © аса responsibility for 
а portion OE) ШТ Parachute Infantry sector and attacked 


and cut 5 of "0558. The accomplish- 

would permit-the Division to dominate 

SAT River: іп vicinity of GRAND SALLEUX. 
4 505% ven nian z = Continued to attack, seized 

^ quc — > v 

bigh поза а Eas Toode Лого and J"orthesst of АВВЕРО NTATNE 

and cons olidnted positions, 


t» Pac 


ct‏ د 


Mn ۳ 
3. T esd | 
зо фс 
bd 
73 ыз 
724; ЕО: 


о ts 72111221221 George C Melahn 508th PIR 
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4 
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Assembled in Division 
Х 22 Battalion. ге- 
in НЕНАВИОКТ агеа. 
Continued to attack, сар- 
FOSSE, and patrolled 


Fa Lj 
| 

(2 

о 


ty 

д 
за 
1 


ground between 
ositions already 


ground overlooking GRAND HALLEUX and ет organized 
for 

- Took ABREFONTAINE and 
оссир о pn ni yards to the Southeast. 


508th Parachute Infantry - Remained in Division Reserve. 
51 ^ Parachute T infantry ~ Cleared gli remaining enemy 


from sector, repulsed strong enemy counterattacks vicinity 
BERGE! VAL, and 131 erated Паткозокт, 


6 JANUARY 1945 


units conso oitdsted and. improved 


cc 

‘essively to front, maintained 
5 58, prepared plans te continue 
ж sh VII богов, 5518$ Parachute 

deese P 51756 Parachute Inrantr 

Parachute 


ry and at- 


H 
+O сї 
ФО 
pep 


Infantry in place. 


Су 


ніуе with a vigorous 
ion of advancing to the 
L 


+ 
mi 
i CHALTEAUSVIELSALM-GRLND HALDE UX-TROIS 


425th Glider Infantry ~ Occupied GRAND SART and seized 
а nig zh around (EIER DEL PREM, Consolidated positions 
and repulsed s strong counterattacks, Contact was established 
th VII Corps on the ME. 
50hth Parachute In ry, 55136 Parachute infantry Bat- 
tali ol at TE Seized 21 MIERES, PONT cid ROCHELINVAL, 
consolidated positions on West bank of SALM 


Parachute Infantry - Captured the town of GORONNE, 
ront [THe along West bank of SALM River North 
ТА, and est. of town in Southern portion of their 


Parachute Infa ntry - Attacked through the 425th 
dE و‎ gained and consolidated positions on 

ORT against severe resistance, 

С раси се infentry, less 54 Battalion - Was 
215 R 


ny 
i 


reserve in assembly area Northeast of 


за Batbalion assumed responsicility of 
from Т 013 PONTS to a point Northeast of 


Battalion was attached 


Company "5", 644d Tank Des г 
Tenk Destroyer Battalion 


Ero 
to the Division, Company "С", 6154 
was placed in support ог. Division, 
Division Artillery, 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion, 
SOth B Anti-aircraft Battalion, 628th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, end Company "В", 86th Chemical Battalion con- 


? 
tinued in support of the Division. 


tps‏ سو 


% 
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204 Division and reverted ts: control. XVII Corps (алаа ОЕ 


The Di ision. 21 positions са SAL | River from 
5015 FONTS to SALMOHATEAU, thence West to GROND SRT апа elim- ` 
inated enemy pockets at PETIT HALLEUX. and RENGHEdO. Town df ٢ 
.COMTE was taken. Occupied STEM.IRE to contact за .rmored Divi sas о 
Доп. Боза blocks were established vicinit ty of VIELS -LM bridges. о 
ue 2: East WE ELM River to: GRAND H 2 ш 12. арена 


10 10 JANUARY X 1945. | 
RE E "Phe BUR maintained defensive beat ones „34 Battalion 
1-7 Perechute Infantry established bridgehesd across ба ٠ 
FU ی‎ GES: Vee Gh ey СЕ ND: A LLEUX. Relief of bivision by 1558 tne 
tantay. ПЕЕВ ion commenced. EINEN Nis ON e eet 


"as 11 JaNURY „1945 


۱ Relier of tho Diebus by T5tu Infentry вагою completed. 
and ‘Division move- фо Corrs Reserve area bounded by MAINES = 
ДА XHROFSIX, M: IM EDSS тапа BOG DRE. 

ies DICH Parachute о - Was detached from: Division and 
“attached to (Sth: LEER E о in place, ща 
Us. During the period Jann DER ет, the Division captured. З не 
12. ү ез and killed ап estimated 2,250 пешү. Se салақ 


12 to. to 20 с КО НУ 1945 


x The ааа, in Corps Reserve, reorganized, re-equipped 
апа conducted intensive training. Special emphasis was pluced 

ss од eombi ned. infantry tank training, the use of Bun German Panzer- 
- faust; es acroing of weapons. > 


Bi 1 and 22 | JURY 1945. 


Е The Ален, loss 508th Parachute Infantry, rensined in 
122. Reserve and continued brain пое 
р: Pare chute Е Төл bey (319th Glider Field FELLER 

и bab ba Lion. Company ОИ, Oth air тво Engineer Battalion and. 
“Company "8", 80th дігзогпе anti-aircraft Battalion attached), | 
e$ was attached to 7th armored Division, moved to DEEDENBURG еті از‎ asss 
c. Pollowcod да. гама ра, 234 Infantry and elements of Combat и 

| Command ЧЕКИ ої по с Armored Division. 


25 and РА الیل‎ 1945 


„тие CONO less 503th Parechute Infantry; No change 
Vh 617th Farachute infantry, less 2d Battalion, was ebtached 
e the Division. | 

۱ 508th Parachute infantry ге reinforced - was relieved by Tih 
Armored Division, reverted to control of the DII SHOE, and 
moved to the TROIS PONTS = BASSE BODEUX aros, : 


das] JaNU..RY NU.RY 1945‏ نه 
с, Tank ыу Battalion, Company ! : ви oh ЕН 5‏ : 
‘Battalion, 400 „гшогод Field at hit tery р (105. How) ana mw‏ 
De ВАА eld. artillery Battalion (155 How) were attached: to. оо‏ 
АЙ‏ ال ЕА"‏ 
ЕТУ Parachute. Infantry Loss за Battalion = Was detached | ۱‏ > 


26 and 27 JANU.RY 1945 | 


Orders were ое лот the Division to ‘attack through. the 
Тъй armored Division to the Novibosst with the mission of piercing | 
J the SIEGFRIED Line. Lll olemont$s of tho Division moved to for- | 
:7- Ward assembly arcas vicinity BORN, W.LLERODE, MONTEN.U and ST VITH. 


28 JANUARY 1945 


The Division attacked through the 7th armored Division at 
0600 hours with the 325th Glider Infantry on the left (North), 
the 504th Parachute Infantry ой the right (South) and the 505th 
Parachute Infantry and the 508th Parachute Infantry in reserve. 
324 Cavalry Reconniissance Squadron was attached to the Division 
at 0850 hours.: Progress of the attack was hindered by waist i 
deep snow, 1п%опве cold and well organized enemy strong points. 
Заба Glider Infantry = Attacked to the South from the line 
of BORN - iMBLEVE road, passed South of MEDELL, pivotod to the 
Hest und North of MEYERODE, 5nd by 2030 hours were on the high 
ground West of , end overlooking WERETH. Gains were consolidated 
and contact established with flank units. 
504th Parachute Infentry = advanced 7000 yards, сорфагей 
HERRESS.CH and in this engagement killed 65 and captured 201 
of the enemy without suffering any casualties. Consolidated 
geing and герє11са 3 counterattacks. : | 
505th Рагасацфе Infantry - Moved to an assembly area vicin- 
ity of MEYERODE, preparcd to atteck thrcugh the 525th Glider 
infantry. 
508th Parachute Infantry - Moved to an assembly orca vicin- 
ity sLLERODE prepered to 2ttack through 504th Parachute Infantry. 
307th .irborne Enginocr Battalion ~ Constructed and opened 
patus апа roads to assist the Division's advance. 
740th Tank Battalion, база Tank Destroyer Battalion and 
Division .rtillcry actively supported thé advance. : 
Division Roconnaissonoee Platoon protected Division's 
South flank between W,.LLERODE and HERRESBACH. 


29 СКОБУ 1945 


The Division continucd its attack to the Northeast. айт 
vancedmore tran 2000 у-гдв спа maintained contact with the lst 
Division on the North flank. 

3250 Glider Infentry = Continued its advance by attacking 
to tho North at 0250 hours. 23912603 WERETH, pushcd on to the 
high ground East of the town snd patrolled to the North. 
Regiment .ssembled in area 2000 yards Southeast cf VLLENDER 
at. 1600 hours. 


л. 


ed defensive positions end patrolled vigorously to the North. 
and East. Maintsinod contact with lst Division on the North. 


had taken HOLZHTIM and MEDENDORF, апа ha іса the hich 
ground Southwest of EIMERSHEID. ° 584 occupied the high 
30740 Airborne Engineer Battalion - Continued to maintain 
-шргоуе апа clear roads for use of attacking elements of the 
Division. 

524 Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron relieved Division 
Reconnaissance Platoon, established outposts and maintained. 
patrols along the Southern flank of the Division. 
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1 FEBRUARY 19/15 


The Division maintained and improved positions, reconnoi- 
tered and patrolled to-the SIEGFRIED LINE, maintained contact 
with adjacent units and prepared to continue the attack to 
penetrate the SIEGFRIED LINE, 

24 Battalion, 50lith Parachute Infantry was relieved by 
elewents 22d Cavalry Hoconnsissanoo Squadron and moved to ап 
assumbly arsa in roat of 505th Parachute Infantry positions, 

DlTth Parachute Infantry was attached to the Division 
and ргорагеа to move inco the Division Zone, 


5 


Against intense opposition the Division advanced апа 
breached tho SIEGFRIED LINE from UDENBRETH to NEUHOF to 
HEHTESROTT HEIGHTS. Positionswere consolidated and numerous. 
counterattacks repulsed, 

25th Glider Infantry attacked through the 505th Parachute. 


2 FEBRUARY 16 


‘Infantry Regiment end after sovoro fighting, soized NEUHOF апа 


UDF-HBRETH; orgenizcd for defense and repelled strong counter- 
attacks of infantry supported by tanks, | 
50l.th Perachute Infantry; Ist md 3d Battalions relieved 
by elements 22d Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron and 1st’ Bat- 
talion, 508th Parachute Infantry respectively. All battalions 
assembled in area in гоаг of 505th Parachute Infantry and immo- 
diately passed through the 505th Perachute Infantry, attacking 
to the Rast, Rvgiment advanced 6000 yards and seized HERTESROTT 
HEIGHTS, cro uolzod positions and repulsed extremehy heavy enemy 
counterattacks. : ^ ЕДЕ PLUR 
O5th Parachute Infantry attacked to the Southeast, made 
advances up to 4000 yards and established defense positions. 
508th Parachute Infantry patrolled actively to the South- 
east and maintained and improved dofonsive positions. lst 
attelion relieved 5а Battalion, 50lth Parachute Infantry. 
51 (Би Parachute Infantry closed in Division area апа 
ilion forward to support the 325th Glider 
infeutry. lat Battalion established road block on main road 
running North out of Division area, 2d Battalion remained in 
Division reserve, ) 


2 FEBRUARY 195 


The'Division strengthened and consolidated defensive po- 
Sitions; eliminated scattered groups of enemy remaining in 
rear a reas; repulsed strong counterattacks and inflicted heavy 
casualties оп the enemy, . 

۱ 905th Parachute Infsntry was relieved in place by the 
508th Parachute infantry and moved to Division reserve arcae 

: 508th Parachute Infantry was relicved by 32d Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Squadron in area Northeast of HASENVENN end 
in turn relieved 505th Parachute Infantry in area Northeast 
of LOSHEIM, | ۱ 


l FEBRUARY 1915 


The Division maintained defensive posttions and patrolled 
agsresively to the East.. 99th Infantry Division commenced 
3۳013 91 of front lino units of the Division. = "usu š 

205th Parachute Infantry moved by truck to assembly area 
vicinity VIELSALM, | 


هم | = 
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| SECRET 
51 (БА دون ورو‎ moved by truck He vicinity RAEREN, 
Passed to command V Corps. 


528 6 FE BEUARY 1945 

The Division wes го 1суод by + 5116 99 th Infantry Division 
and moved to the VIELSA™ агвах 3 2 да: refitted, and 
prepared Бо move to vicinity ОВО 4 

Task Forco "аА", composed of 505% m5 
was organized unde? comand of ths As: is E ant Disishon о. 

With the mission of moving to vicinity of BEHRGbZSId4 GERMANY ' 

$5 relieve olomonts of the 6th Infantry Vivision. | 


Tho ponis less Tesk Feres "А" = No Changes... 
Task Force "А" reached 22781271 arca, passed to opera- 
—TP.. یه منم‎ 2 
tional control ої V Corps. 517th Regimental Combat Team wes 
attachod in 21۶ و63‎ 


: O5th Regimense Lst Battalion, conmenced 
relief of elements Бб ЧТ оп vicinity VOSSENAC Ke 
s dst Battalion, 505th Бот: em in Task когоо "а 
“reserve 2000 yards 7 үр EKGs 
2lTth Recimontal vombat d в mode rugosa کم‎ ввалес in force 
to а point 1560 yards” Jou “ОҒ BERGSTEIN, encountered in- 
tengs resistances from cnomy ong points, found dense enemy 
Stat 


minefields, and roturnod to BERG 


Ihe Division, less Task Рогов "A", moved from a area oe 
closed in assurbly атоо Vicinity CCHMEDTHOF, GERMANY 5tablishod 
Division Common Post at KOTT ава assumcd command of Setter kela 
by Task Fors: ë : ; 

205ta percento infe 3 посі 2500 yards to tno South- 

Cast арсіпзс lisne opposition to وگه که‎ KOMMERSCHETDP апа 
there contactcd oloments of 76th Inf: аъгу Division, 
508th Parachute Intente, moved to vicinity KLEINHAU with 
mission cf "relieving - SL eri Ave monet Combat Team and olomonbs 
ої спе 505tn Ferachute Infantry during the night 8-9 February, 


9 FEBRULEY 1915 


The remiaindcr of the Yivision closed in the SCENIDINOF 
arcte Coumitted units of the Division edvanecd رجه‎ cine бету 
1600 yards through extremely dense minerields, organized and 
consolidate а defe onsive positions. 

505th Parachute Infantry advanced to the High ground 1500 
yards Bast of وج و‎ o tablished contect “with adjacent 
units ^ patrolled agercssively to the Hast and made preparations 
to continue the attack; 

1 (th Parachute Infantry was complétely relieved by the 
(508th Feracnuteé 3 infantr. and move od to assembly arca vicinity 
. HURTGEN و‎ 


10 FEBRUARY 1945 
ad the high 


Е 
er, consolidated 
год to Фе. 
i 


The Division attacked to the Bast and: gai 
ground comina ting ‘the West bank of the ROER Бі 

gains and improved defensive positions. . Oppos 
. 8260312566 was light but extensive mineficlds prot 
S 2 ева S. 
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но ‘505th Parachute Infantry gained the high ground overlooks 
ing ABENDEN and the ROER Rivor, corns’lidated positions,.estabs 
lished contact with adjacent units, end patrolled the West bank 


сої the ROER River, 


| 08th Parselute Infantry advanced to the high ground over- 
looking ZERKALL, ZEWVZIAGERHOL, апа. tho KOER River, established’... 
roccblooks on roads londins West from the RORR River, consoli- `` 
да بت‎ positions anc patrolled the West bank of the river, A 
D1 (th Parachute infantry relieved from attachment and 
left Division saree, 1 


—— 


205th Parachute Infantry and 50051 Parachute Infantry 
maintained and strongtnenod positions dominating West bank of 
the ROER River, putrollod actively end maintained contact with 
adjacent Divisions. Kemaindsr of the Division remained: in the 
SCHÉIDTHOP area, rofittod, reorganised and prepared for future 
operations. 


131 & 12 FEBRUARY 1045: 


RURY 195 — 


The Division conducted assault boat training and continued 
preparations to force a crossing of tho ROER River, 

Oth Parachute Го fantry = let Battalion relieved lst Вә%- 
talion, 500th Farachuts Infantry in the area 1800 yards South= 
east of BURGSTAIN, 23 Battalion closed in assembly arca West 
ог BERGSTEIN, Ліса гемафаса in SCHMIDTHOF arena, : 

5 iat Battalion was relieved by 
Infoutry and moved to csseéubly 
wer of Regiment = No: changes. 


15, 16, 37 FEBRUARY 19/15 2 UNT D 


15 k lh FEB 


Ist Battalion, SOL in. 
gren vicinity BRANDS 


kn The Division maintained positions commanding the ROER River, 
eonviinualproparations to attack across the river ond ‘actively ~ 
patrolled the West bank of the river. One patrol succeeded in 
epossing the river the night ої 17 February 1945 and roturnod . 


without meoting enemy opposition, 


2256 Glider Infantry closed in forward assembly area 
Уеа Су HLHSOHEIDTQ Ml са Р 
2d Battalion, 50th Parachute Infantry closed in forward 


assonbly~area “vicinity BhANDÉNBEHG. ماب سن نس‎ 


Es а 3 Aw RA д ТШ За а 

S Mee L i 28. О» ) r5 d е‏ ار 
9th Infantry Division relicved the Division of its séctor ~~‏ 

of responsibility. The Division, less artillery elements, 

started movement to rear assenbly areas vicinity WALHEIM and 

prepared for furthor.movonont to base camps in the REINS, 


Pon 


19, 20, 21 FEBRUARY 191 


811 elements of tho Division were relicved by tho 9th 
Та аа гу Division, assembled in the WALHETM area and from there 
comicneed move to base camps, vicinity REIMS, FRANCE. Ail units, 
1688 organic .trenspsrtation,; moved to base camps by газ. Ore 
ganic transportation moved by road, All elements closed in 2: 
REINS area by 25 February 195. ` х 31 Š Í 
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